
Parent Guide 
High School Session 3 

Major Points 
1. Dating, as we currently know it, is still a young phenomenon that hasn’t 

been around that long.  The goal of dating in today’s culture is to figure 
out what you are looking for through relationship experimentation.  
Typically this involves getting to know one another spiritually, 
emotionally, and physically.  If something doesn’t seem compatible, the 
relationship ends and we move on to the next one. 

2. We know that Jesus lived in a way that was countercultural.  What if we 
started thinking about our dating relationships in a countercultural way? 

3. Courting is countercultural.  It goes against the expectations and 
allowances of what ordinarily takes place in a dating relationship. 

  Dating       Courting 
 

1. Usually begins in early teen years  
without concern for marriage 

2. Takes place mostly away from the  
home and family environment 
 

3. Father of son may not be aware  
of 1st date 

4. Quickly leads to emotional and  
physical involvement w/out dev. of a  
deep, lasting friendship. 

5. Lack of parent or spiritual authority  
guidance to provide accountability 
 

6. Complete privacy is permitted and  
encouraged 

7. Spiritual oneness is allowed, encouraged,  
and desired. 
 

8. Emotional oneness is allowed, expected, 
 and encouraged. 

9. Physical involvement before marriage  
is allowed, expected, and encouraged 

1. Begins at age when person 
is ready to get married 

2. Takes place mostly in the 
home, at church and in 
family activities 

3. Father of son gives counsel 
and final approval  

4. Involves progressive levels 
of friendship: acquaintance, 
casual, close, and intimate. 

5. Parent or spiritual authority 
gives guidance to provide 
accountability 

6. Complete privacy is not 
encouraged 

7. Spiritual oneness is 
prohibited before courtship 
begins among Christian 
singles 

8. Emotional oneness 
prohibited before the 
engagement period. 

9. Physical involvement 
before marriage is 
prohibited  
 

 



 

Chart and courting information taken from Choosing God’s Best by Dr. Don Rannikar 



Pros of Courting 

¶ Doesn’t attempt to fulfill our need of God with another person. Nobody 
can satisfy our need for God, not even our spouse. 

¶ Keeps the focus on God’s desire.  Courting moves us towards His desire, 
not away from His desire as dating so easily can.  

¶ Doesn’t foster an addiction to the other person.  

¶ Can help us avoid experiences that bring guilt and pain later on in life.   

¶ Involves the families  
  
 
 Discussion Questions 

1. What is the purpose of dating?   
2. Do you think it is ok to date around? 
3. What do you think about this whole courting thing? 
4. What parts of courting do you like?  What do you dislike? 
5. As you move forward in your relationships, how can we as your parents 

be more involved and helpful? 
 


