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Major Points 
1. Dating has different definitions and looks differently dependent upon 

who is involved in the relationship.  Typically, a dating relationship 
consists of one or a combination of the following… 

a. A single person’s way of getting to know another person to see if 
they are compatible for marriage 

b. A single person’s way of getting focused attention from another 
person to find value in themselves 

c. A relationship that allows for physical experimentation and 
gratification  

2. There is nothing in the Bible that talks about dating as we know it.  Which 
means one of the following… 

a. Dating is wrong 
b. Dating is ok 
c. Dating should be done according to Jesus’ teachings 

3. We’ll talk about some wrong dating relationships. 
a. Missionary Relationship – Objective is for the Christian to convert 

the non-Christian 
b. Mother Teresa Relationship – attempt to love, comfort, and take 

care of the other person.  One is a nurse and the other is the patient 
c. Exotic Relationship – two radically different cultural or ethnic 

backgrounds.  Fall in love with idea of dating someone from a 
different background instead of falling in love with the person. 

d. Sugar Daddy Relationship – Large age difference usually done to 
compensate for unmet emotional needs.  Younger person seeks to 
get stuff out of the relationship. 

e. Dennis Rodman Relationship – Date out of rebellion.  Date 
someone who is opposite of everything the family would want for 
them just to spite them or to show independence.  

4. There are many people who have a meaningful dating relationship that 
ultimately leads to marriage and a happy life, however, this good 
relationship often times happens after surviving previous bad 
relationships. 



5. We know that Jesus lived and taught in a way that was countercultural. 
What if we started thinking about our dating relationships in a 
countercultural way? 

a. Matthew 22: 37-40 / Matthew 5:27-30 / Philippians 2:3-4 /               
1 Corinthians 6:12-13 

6. Courting is countercultural.  It goes against the expectations and 
allowances of what ordinarily takes place in a dating relationship. 

  Dating       Courting 
 

1. Usually begins in early teen years  
without concern for marriage 

2. Takes place mostly away from the  
home and family environment 
 

3. Father of son may not be aware  
of 1st date 

4. Quickly leads to emotional and  
physical involvement w/out dev. of a  
deep, lasting friendship. 

5. Lack of parent or spiritual authority  
guidance to provide accountability 
 

6. Complete privacy is permitted and  
encouraged 

7. Spiritual oneness is allowed, encouraged,  
and desired. 
 

8. Emotional oneness is allowed, expected, 
 and encouraged. 

9. Physical involvement before marriage  
is allowed, expected, and encouraged 

1. Begins at age when person 
is ready to get married 

2. Takes place mostly in the 
home, at church and in 
family activities 

3. Father of son gives counsel 
and final approval  

4. Involves progressive levels 
of friendship: acquaintance, 
casual, close, and intimate. 

5. Parent or spiritual authority 
gives guidance to provide 
accountability 

6. Complete privacy is not 
encouraged 

7. Spiritual oneness is 
prohibited before courtship 
begins among Christian 
singles 

8. Emotional oneness 
prohibited before the 
engagement period. 

9. Physical involvement 
before marriage is 
prohibited  
 

 



 

Chart and courting information taken from Choosing God’s Best by Dr. Don Rannikar 



Pros of Courting 

¶ Doesn’t attempt to fulfill our need of God with another person. Nobody 
can satisfy our need for God, not even our spouse. 

¶ Keeps the focus on God’s desire.  Courting moves us towards His desire, 
not away from His desire as dating so easily can.  

¶ Doesn’t foster an addiction to the other person.  

¶ Can help us avoid experiences that bring guilt and pain later on in life.   

¶ Involves the families  
  
 
 Discussion Questions 

1. What is the purpose of dating?   
2. Do you think it is ok to date around? 
3. What do you think about this whole courting thing? 
4. What parts of courting do you like?  What do you dislike? 
5. As you move forward in your relationships, how can we as your parents 

be more involved and helpful? 
 


